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Over the ages, gems and j ewelry have acquired an aur .. which fascinales human 
beings and satisfies man 's primary natural instinct to decorate himself. The history of 
jewelry is almost as ancient as the world itself, and the desire to penetrate the mysteries 
of nature has led to some of the grandest and most useful ac hievements of the human 
mind. 

The longing 10 become acquainted with the natural laws and phenomena stimulated 
the activity of ancient thought as it now motivates modern scie ntific investigation and 
has given birth to the theories, revelations and determinutions that have always marked 
the progress of science. 

Jewelry and precious stones in particular have always possessed a mystical signifi· 
cance which en hances their intrinsic value. Their durabilut y enables them to escape the 
ravages of time and they possess a further attribute in that man can attach his own 
personal memories and associations to them. 

Objects as beautiful and as valuuble as gems have claimed the anent ion of writers 
from theearlicsllimes, eigheras rhelOrical figures oras themes fo r scientific and literary 
description. The names of these writers have come down to us from antiquity, but of 
their writings little remains. Pliny cites thirty·six ancient writers on precious stones. yet 
nothing of their productions before hi s time exists excepi for the work ofTheophrastus, 
300 B.C. Herodotus, Democritus, Zoroaster, Solinus and Quitlls Cmtius all wrotc on 
gems, clnd of all the early writers. none hae mentioned stones more frequently or 
effectively than the writers of the sac red scriptures . 

Of the secular writers, the most celebrated was Marco Polo. whose marvelous 
narratives tell of the abundance of gems in Ceylon- as true today as it was in his time. 
Jean-BaptisteTavernier brought back the riches oflndia-incluidng the most famous of 
the Golconda diamonds-to the Courts of Europe. and later wrote about his advt.!ntures 
in exacting detail. Sir John Mandeville, in the 13th century, describes the palace oflh e 
Great Kahn of Tartary as wrought in gold and precious stones, with hangings of pearls 
and tables of amethyst and crystal. 

Chaucer, Hawes and Shakespeare all refer to the natural and supernatural quali ties of 
gemstones. Marbodus, Bishop of Renncs. in the 11th Century wrote" Laparidum" the 
earliest didactic poem since classical times. In the same cenlUry Michael Pesellus wrote 
on the medicinal properties of stones. 

The numbers of writers on gems between the 13th and 19th Cent l.lries is very large. but 
little original knowledge was added to what was reviously known from the time of Pliny 
in the 1st Century to the Arab writers some 10 centuries later. 

lbn-Sina , better known as Avicenna. a famous Arab philosopher and physician, 
writing around 980 A.D .. anticipated the discoveries of modern science on the subject of 
precious stones, but Mohammed Ben Mansur of the 12th Century was the first. after 
Pliny. to write a treatise on gems. Hi s knowledge was marvelous considering the agc in 
which he lives and he was in advance of all ot her writers of hi s time, and equal to Hail y, 
Mosh, King, Kunz and others in their well -advertised discoveries several centuries 
later. 



In the last decades of the 20th Century . one of the most vigorous and successful 
collectors of the literature of gems andj ewc1ry has been Joseph O. Gill , B.Sc ., G.G., 
F.G.A. and Christie ' s is pri vileged to oITer his outstanding collection. 

The rich panoply of books and papers in this collection not only represents the 
paradigm of a great jewelry history library, but al so has the added distinction of being 
the best of its kind in America. 

The volumes offered in this sale, and in subsequent jewelry salcs to be conducted by 
Christie's in December of this year and in April and June of next year , were assembled 
before the collecting of early works on gems and jewelry assumed the almost frenzied 
proportions recent sale-room prices have reached today. The care and discernment 
shown in bringing this collection together has insured that the volumes offered have 
merit and eclat , and the connoisseurship shown by the collector has resulted in the 
dazzling array of material offered in this sale. 

Joseph O. Gill assembled this major col!ection in a relatively short span of years-less 
than twenty all told. His purpose was simple and straight-forward. to put together a 
usable research library in English of all books , papers andjournals on gems and jewelry . 
What he has achieved is akin to the formation of the great libraries of the Rennaissance , 
and it has evolved both in quantity and quality far beyond the col!ector's original intent. 

What is being offered in this and subsequent sales of the Gil! Col!ection is by far the 
finest and most complete body of gemological and jewelry literature and ephemera in 
America, possibly the world. The dispersal of this collection will establish the ben­
chmark in specialized library sales for years to come and will refresh and nourish both 
private and institutional libraries around the world. 

Many of the items offered are unique. Mos! are extremel y rare, mu~eum-quality 
volumes. A!1 are ofa level of distinction and interest to astonish every literate person­
gemological bibliophile or not-by its range and depth. 

In forming his library. Mr. Gill brought both professional expertise and dogged 
persistence into play. He was fortunate in that he had the splendid combination of 
opportunity to discover and means to acquire: surely the best possible situation for a 
collector. More importantly , his knowledge of the field and his facility for self-control 
(rare in a collector of anything) assured that he accepted only the best, the rarest and the 
most desirable. 

Mr. Gill's contributions to the body of literature on gems and jewelry have not been 
limited to the formation of a magnificent library. Hi s own book, Gill's Index, is a 
comprehensive and invaluable source of gem information which provides a cumlative 
index to the world ' s leading journals and books on gemology, mineralogy .jewelry and 
the lapidary arts. It is the onl y book of its kind to be published by the Gemological 
Institute of America, and along with his numerous contributions to jewelry trade 
publications, has established him (IS a leader in the Held of gemological research. 

As Chief Gemologist for (I leading Boston firm. and later as the head of the jewelry 
department of Sot he by's in Los Angeles and presently as the senior partner in the firmof 
Gill & Shortell in San Francisco , he stands on the cutting edge of a highly competitive 
and constantly changing profession . His success in the active day-to-day buying and 
sclling of precious stones of the magnitude offered in this sale adds a perspective to his 
writing and professional opinions which can be matched by few individuals anywhere in 
America. 

There is always some natural curiosity about why such a lovingly and pains-takingly 
assembled library should be sold (II (1/1 . In Mr. Gill's case it is purely a developing 
interest in other more technical and esoteric aspects of gemology, of other goals 10 
achieve , other mountains to climb. Whate ver his reasons. the jewelry and gemological 
community arc better offror his having demonstrated the perspicacity and zeal coupled 
with scholarship and erudition to hring together the remarkable library we see offered 
here today . 

Neil Letson 

Neil Letson is (1/1 (llIlhor , gelllologis l (Int/jewelrr his/oria/!. As a Jl'erhmce jOllrnalist his 
articles IUI\'e appeared in (j wide range afma gazines inc/lld!I!!; Connosisseur. Smithso­
nian, The Saturday Evening Post. Antique Monthly (lndGems & Gemology. Mr. Letsoll 
has served as a eOllsllltanr 011 many inlernaliOlwl l'xpedi/ions (llId {eell/res It'idely 011 
variol/s subjecls rela/ed 10 gems and the his/ory ofjell'elrv . 



~~O 
~~~ '\ I \u\ G~~ 

~ 62,A~'3vu 

\ \or ' 'r ", et- e,;v. '()o 

1<a.w,·. 
4 1t\fr 

502 Park Avenue:. New York, New York 10022 Tel. (212) 546-1133 



CHRISTIE, MANSON & WOODS INTE RNATIONAL INC. 

..9.: ~~..9.':. "76'6' 

Mr. Joseph Gill 
Gill & Shortell, Ltd. 
210 Post Street 
Suite 612 
San Francisco, CA 94108 

Dear Joe: 

October 10, 1987 

Thank you for your kind letter of October 2nd 
enclosing a list of gem book collectors. 

We had already received this list sometime in 
Aug ust and a catalog ue was mailed to each person at the 
beginning of the month. In addition, I sent to the most 
important collectors a personal letter inviting them to a 
private viewing. So far, the response has been very good. 

In case you have not seen it, enclosed is a copy 
of David Federmanls article on the October sale in which 
your collection is prominently featured. 

I look forward to a very successful sale on your 
behalf and thank you for your confidence in our firm. 

P. S. 

FC:cd 

I am sending 
catalogues. 

Yours sincerely, 

q~vt. 
Francois Curiel 

Executive Vice President 

you under separate cover additional 
Please let me know if you need more. 

cc: Russell Fogarty 

502 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK, N.'i' . 10022 
Tel: (212) 546- 1000 Telex: 620721 Telefax: (212) 980-8163 

/' 



tensive contacts among connoisseurs, 
Curiel long knew of the whereabouts 
of some of the stones placed in the up­
coming auction. But he refrained from 
going after them until he felt the time 
was just right. Others like the 
64.83-carat D·ftawless came un· 
solicited because of Christie's 
astonishing success with the red dia· 
mond last April. Even so, landing this 
stone for the sale took months of 
skillful negotiations. Although it is this 
stone that has dominated news 
coverage of the upcoming sale, Curiel 
is proud of the auction"s entire 
assemblage. "We've got a Merle 
Oberon bracelet and some other nice 
Deco pieces, plus a collection of ex­
tremely rare gem and jewelry books;' 
he says. "Because our cl iente le is so 
diverse, we must have items that ap· 
peal to each palette. For this sale, I 
think the mix is very good." 

The fruits of 
an obsession 

David Fedetman 

In 1967, gemologist Joe Gill , only 21 
and new to the rare books scene, vow­
ed to build the most distinguished 

FOCUS 

The Catalogue of the Col/eclion 0{ 
Jewels and Precious Works of Art: The 
Property of J. Pierpont Morgan, one of 
the 800 oolumes on Jewelry and gem· 
stones in Joseph OUl"s library 

English·language collection of gem 
and jewelry books ever known. To 
catch up to and pass collectors far old· 
er than him who had been pursuing 
the same goal for decades, Gill resort­
ed to what he calls "d isciplined 
desperation ." 

Every day, seven days a week, for 
four years, the fledgling bibliophile 
posted 25 hand· written letters to the 

world's leading antiquari(ln book deal· 
ers listing the volumes he wanted. ··Af· 
ter a whi le, they'd write me back beg· 
ging me to stop deluging them with 
mail:' Gill recalls. "Td get notes saying 
things like 'Please be assured. Mr. Gill, 
we are aware of your needs and are 
mak ing every attempt to fill them." In 
short, don't write us. we'll write you."' 

But Gill didn't cease his day·in/day. 
out 'postal bombardment until he had 
sent some 35,000 inquiries. which 
may be a record for the kind of plead· 
ing, pestering correspondence used 
book dealers commonly receive from 
what might be termed bibliomaniacs. 
"1 was like a drug addict:' Gill confess· 
es. "Every book I bought just made the 
addiction worse."' 

By the time he eased up on letter 
writing, Gill was already well on his 
way to becoming the English·speaking 
world's leading authority on gem and 
jewelry books and periodicals (which 
fact the Gemological Institute of 
America later recognized bY.publish. 
ing Gill's Index 10 Journals , Arlicles and 
Books Relating Lo Gems and Jewelry in 
1978). What's more, his budding Ii· 
brary already sparkled with trea· 
sures- for instance, the only known 

















Alcott , Ten 
Alfonso X 
Ashbee, C. H. 
Batchelor, S. 
Bauer, Max and Spence r 
Boyle, Robert 
Brown, Thomas 
Chilvers, Hedley A. 
Davenport , Cyril 
Feuchtwanger, Lewis 
Field, Charles M . 
Hamlin, A. C. 
Hertz, Brarn 
Jeffries, David 
Jones, William 
Kemp, Hobart 
King, C. W. 
Knight 
Leonardus, Camillus 

165 
141 
166 
143 
168 

154, 155 
169 
163 
138 

159, 160 
158 
174 
139 

156, 157 
140 
152 
170 
138 

161, 162 

INDEX 

Mawe, John 173, 175 
Midd leton, J. Henry 138 
Nicol s, Thomas 144, 145, 146, 147 
Nott , Stanley Charles 172 
Osborne, Duffield 138 
Plan, Hugh 164 
Raspe, Rudolph Erich 17 1 
Shipley, Robert M. 167 
Sommerville , Maxwell 138 
Spilsbury, John 138 
Tabore . Souri nro Mohun 153 
Tassie, James 171 
Tave rnier, John Baptista 151 
Theophrastus 148, 149, 150 
Vizetell y, Henry 142 
Williams, Alpheus F . 163 
Williams, Gardner F. 163 
Williamson, G. C. 176 
Worlidge, T . 138 

Parts II , I II and IV of the Gill Historical Gem Book Collection will be sold Decembcr2, 
1987; April 19, 1988; and June 17, 1988. 



• 138 A COLLECTION OF SEVEN CLASS IC BOOKS ON ENG RA VED GEMS 

WORLlDGE , T, A SELECT COL LECTION OF DRAW INGS FRO M 
CURIOUS ANTIQUE GEMS 

Most of them in the possession of the nobility and gentry of this kingdom: etched after 
the manner of Rembrandt. London: Dryden Leach, 1768. (48 pp. + 180 plates, 
Icatherbound) Very nicely rebound. Now quite rare 

Thomas Worlidge (1700-1766) lVas {/ painler alld etcher. III 1763, Worfidge reinlroduced 
the art ofpaimillg glass ill Birmingham. He also paillled portraits ill Bath . 111 1740, he 
selfled ill [ ondOl! where his first repllflltion was made by his miniature portraits. 
Eve!!ll/ally, he (;OI1 CC!!lrtl.ted his effons all etch ing in the style of Rembrandt. Worfidge's 
most papillar plute depicted the ins/(!lIatio/l of the Earl of We.~/m()reland as Clw/lcellor 
of Oxford ill 1761. 

C. W. Killg said thai WorfidRe's plllles cJi.~played illcredible labollr bl/l were inferior 10 
those of Spilsbury ill ca/chillg 'he spiri/ of Ihe oriRinals and the descriptiolls placed 
be/ow contained ridiculolls misnomers. 

SPILSBURY, JOHN. A COLLECTION OF FIFTY PRI NTS FROM ANTIQUE 
GEMS 

Lond on: John Boydell , 1785 . (50 plate s. engra ve d leather bindi ng) Wonderful 
condition . Now very rare 

,Heasllring 12 x 9 in ches. Exquisitely dO ll e engr(ll'ings, om! engra ved gem pel' p f(l{ e with 
rules giving Ihe m:l.'lIr(lte dimensions of the gems, engr{l)led ritles, gemMones /l sed {E nd 
Ih e collection /rom which it I!'l/.~ take/I. E(I(.:h plme is dWell (/7Bf-1784). C. Killg, Ihe 
lIoted engrlll'ed gem c()IlIIoisSellrtUld {Il1/hor st(l/e.~ of the plmes " (lone lI'illl ml/ch /asle, 
{md with incredible (>xpl'lldilllre of labour" '(p o 468. Antique Gems) This is Ihe original 
I'ersiol/ of the work lI'ilh the II I/ retouched plmes. 

101m Spi/sbury (/730-/ 795) was a prillter and engrGl'er of maps alld orn(/ments alld 
drawing-master {If Harrow . In additiOI1 to the fijiy etchings Fom amiqlle gems, he is 
probably the (llIthor of a .\·et of twenty-follr plates of heads etched in the malll!f:r of 
Rembrandt , (llId portraits of Queen Charlot/e . 

KNIGHT. KN IG HTS MOD ERN AND ANTIQUE GEMS, EDI NBU RGH, T . 
GRIFFITHS 

1828. (3 pp. + 85 plates , original leatherbinding) . .very .scarce 

This is not a tex/book bllt a sample book of at leasl 350 separllle small engravings of 
del'ice~', .5cenes. symbols. vignettes. {'ollls-ofl/rIllS, mOllograms. l/nd 1II0re. All these 
are sllggestiol/s 10 the ellgr(ll'er of meta/ or gems as sl/ill/ble desigm' IIpon which he may 
draw for illSpirtlliol1. 
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SOMMERVILLE, MAXWELL. ENG RA VEDGEMS:THE IRHI STORY AND 
AN ELABORATE VIEW OF THEIR PLACE IN ART 

Philadelphia: Published by the Author, 1889. (783 pp . illustrated. colorfully engraved 
binding.) Very scarce 

The presenll1'ork. lavishly i11l1strllled wi,h vignl!lIeS, decormcd scenes, etc., all/rom 
sketches by rhe author, is all extended dissertlliol/ all cngral'ed gems rhmllglwutltisrory 
bllt also co"raills many anecdoles from rile (II/thor's life , milch of which \l'llS ~'Pel11 in 
travel in search of KelliS. 11 is the 1II0S/ imerest illg alld I'ariet/lllork 011 ('ngravell gems 
ever published in the United Slate~· . 

Maxwell Sommen/ifle (/829-1904) taught glyp/ology (II Ihe University of Pellmyh'ania 
and was the cOllntry's foremost expert 0 11 enXI'{/ved gemJ . This hook i.f part technical 
alld parI autobiographical as /Illich of the author's life was spenr ill t/'(II'ellillg ill seil/'el! 
of gems. MI'. Sommen'ilIe's colfe(.·rionll'as placed ill tile Merropolium Mllselflll of Art ill 
New York ill J887. R eference : Preciolls Stone Chapter in Mineral Resource annual. p. 
578, 1877. by G. K. Kllnz. 

MIDDLETON , J. HENRY . TH E ENGRAVED GE MS OF CLASSICAL 
TIMES WITH A CATA LOGUE OF T HE GEMS IN THE FITZWILLIAM 
MUSEUM 

Cambridge : The Universit y Press , 1891. ( 147 pp.) Scarce. Dedicated to the memory of 
Ch~rles William King. An account of the t90[S and technical processes used by th e 
ancIent engravers. An esteemed work 

DAVENPORT, CYRIL. CA MEOS 

London : Seeley and Co., 1900. (66 pp. + 8 color plate + 20 monochrome plates) Th.e 
book di scusses the materials from whi ch cameos are made and how the y are cut 

OSBORNE , DUFFIELD. ENGRAVED GEMS SIG NETS, TALISM ANS AND 
ORNAMENTAL INTAGLIOS. ANCIENT AND MODERN 

New York: Henry Holt and Company, 1912. (424 pp. + 32 plates. ) A general work on 
gems. Scarce (7) 

This book was wriflell wir" rhe general public il/milld rarller rllOII other (lI'{:her{logisB' . 
Osborne s tudied the works oj FUlwlIlIgler, King lind Olher spet'ialisl.\·. and illlhe present 
work. di:"carded errors (md brought the s tudy of the glyptic an lip to dati'. Included I"l' 
history oj rhe art, progress through Ihe uges. fam ous engrm'i'rs, persollS (lnd objects 
show" 011 gel/1.\' and Ihe ir meallings, alld discllsse~' lech lliqlle ,~' and materials of fh l! gem 
engraver. A masIerfulll'ork. I/OW quite .~carce . A jille clean copy 

Samuel Duffield Osbol'lle (1858-1917) prll clised IlIw ill N ew York CilY and 1\'(/S an lIl/ tho/' 
alld editor of I/Ia/l )' books. 

$1.000- 1.200 

14 _" 
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• 140 TWO BOOKS BY WILLIAM JONES 

HISTORY AND MYSTERY OF PRECIOUS STONES 

London: Richard Bentley and Sons 1880. 8 vol: xii + 384 pp. + (4) pp . ads. 
Original engraved decorated cloth, beveled boards. 7% x 4)/. inches. One o/the great 
classics on preciolls stones, rich in the detailfor which the author isfamous. Stresses 
tire odd, the curiollS and anything else which concerns tire place of precious Slones and 
pearls, philosophy, ecclesiastical aspects, famous robberies, crown jewels and 
decorations. lndispensiblefor research and very much quoted. The author discusses 
the part jewels have played in the history of En gland from the reign of Henry VlllO that 
o/Charles II, very scarce. 

FINGER-RING LORE 

London : Chatta & Windus 1890. 8 vol: xvi + 545 pp. + 40 pp. book cat, several hundred 
text woodcuts. Attractive highly engraved late Victorian binding , 7Y2 x 5 in . (2) 
The finest and most comprehensive work ever published on finger rings i/l all their 
aspects, exceeding in completeness the modern work a/G. F. Kunzon the same SIIbject. 
JOlles was a serious student o/rillgs and gemstones sel ill rings. Th is study covers early 
superstitions, ceremonial alld religious rings, wedding and ellgagement rings as well as 
those associated with Popes, Kings wzd Knighls . A· classic now very scarce. 

$300-400 
~c 

• 141 ALCOTT, TEN, (Pseudonym of Totten Charles Adiel Lewis 1851·1908). 
GEMS TALISMANS & GUARDI ANS! THE IR SENTIMENT AN D 
LANGUAGE! THE FACTS AN D FANCIES, LEGEND AND LORE OF 
NATIVITY 

Almanac and perpetual calendar of Cabalistic Texts, Gems, Talismans ... New York: 
John Wildy and Sons, 1887. Oblong 4 to: (2) + x + 11 2 + 24 pp . color engraved 
frontplate w. tissue guard. Original patterned cloth, beveled boards, gilt. 9V. x 12 Y4 
inches 

One 0/ the most important works on births tOiles ever written and containing an 
extensive fUlld 0/ in/ormation on the significance of the birthdate, sentimental and 
symbolic jewelry. Descriptions are given for casting one's horoscope with blank pages 
in the backfor this purpose. A most beautiful and elaborare/rontispiece plate shows a 
series of gold rings set with aquamarines. Nicely bound and very rare. 

5250-350 

t 
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PUBLISHER 
TO THE 

READER .. 
"THe Philofophy and Ori. 

gine of Cems as well as 
their_j.Ifefulnefs and Vir­

tues will, ram perfwaded be 
found, upon the attentive per­
uCal of this EjJay it [elf, fo ra­
tionally and warily ddiver'd 
therein, that there will need 
nothing to be faid in the " praife 
of the Compo[ure thereof. I 
dare venture, not\vithfiandin~ 

A :l the 

• 157 JEFFRIES , DAVID. A TREATISE ON DIAMOND AND PEARLS IN 
WH ICH THEIR IMPORTANCE IS CONSIDERED AND PLA IN RULES 
ARE EXHIBITED FOR ASCERTAINING TH E VALUE OF BOTH: AND 
THE TRUE METHOD OF MANUFACTURING DIAMONDS 

London: C. and J. Ackers, 1751. (71 pp + 22 charts, illustrated , second edition, 
leatherbound) Mint condition 

$450·550 
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• 158 THE PERSONAL SCRAPBOOK OF CHARLES M. FIELD 

Charles M. Fie ld was the inventor of the modern diamond cutting machine used 
worldwide. He was the first man to actually cut the American-cut diamond which was 
later called the modern ideal cut. Several original pictures of the Henry D. Morse 
factory where Field was foreman are included in this lot. The factory, located in Basion, 
Massachusetts and founded in 1860 is where the first native born Americans were taught 
diamond cut ting skill s. Includes: the original cutt ing plans by C.M. Field of the Tiffany 
diamond, named after Tiffany & Co. Henry Morse & Co. did a great deal of cuui ng for 
the firm . The originaJ first picture of the modern diamond cutting machine of which a 
copy is stated to be in the U oited States Patent Office. Fu rther on in the book is anothe r 
picture oflhe stage in the Huntington lect ure Hall or the Lowell Institute, Boston, where 
George F. Kunz first announced and demonstrated thi s unique machine . An article from 
Scientific American , July 18, 1891 that tells of and pictu res Mr. Field and his new 
American originated cUlling machine, The scrapbook also contains numerous original 
photographs, busi ness cards, boo kl ets and news paper articles re lated to the 
accomplishments of Mr. Field and Mr. H. Morse and covers the period between 1860 
and the 1930's . A very large size original picture of Mr. Henry D. Morse (1826·1888) the 
father of the American Diamond cuuing Industry. A separate fi le containing several rare 
and unusual documents related to the scrapbook 

This scrapbook is unique and t/"/lely one of the most important documents re/ming 10 the 
jewelry indllstry worldwide . 

Referellce: "Modern Jeweler" January 1985, "American Diamond Cutting-the 
Untold Story" by Dm'id Federmall. lI'ilh the assistance of Joseph Gilf and this 
scrapbook, p 33-42. 

$2,000-2,200 
See illustration of original cUlling plans for the Ti ffany diamond ,-!-I 

.159 FEUCHTWANGER, LEWIS. ATREATISEONGEMS, INREFERENCETO 
THEIR PRACTICAL AND SCIENTIFIC VALUE 

New York: A Hanford, 1838. (162 pp. original cloth bi nding, gilt, en d papers). Very rare 
in its original binding 

This is the /irsl edition ofthe/inl treatise on getmtones pl//)Ii.~hed ill the United States. 

ParI I. introduces the science of gems lI'ilh chaplers 011 properties, chemi.ftry. geo/agy, 
geograpliical distribution, nomellclatllre, lore, gem sculpture. cleaning of gems and 
other interesting miscellany. Part II . c()nsiders individual gemstones alld ornamelltal 
,HOlies, material.f beginning wilh the diamond alld working through major. minor and 
evell rare species. A special effort was lIIode to collect and record illformatioll Oil U.S. 
gemstones alld their foc;alities which confers yet another mark of distil/ctio/! IIpOI/ this 
pioneerillg Americtlllll'ork. Robinso/l, alit/lOr of Catalogue of American Mineral s, 1825 . 
listed mineral occl/rences /)//1 melltioned gemstones only il1cidemalfy. Lewis 
Fellchtll'Gllger (1805·1976) apparemly immigrated to the U.s. shorlly before he wrole 
this work and set /lp a bll.~iness in Nell' Yotrk specializing in the manlljaclllre o/German 
silver and chemicals for laboratory flU. A lestimonial/ener by Dr. James Relllvif:k, 
Professor ofChemislry and Phpics at Columbia Co/leRe alludes to Feuchtwtlllger's 
lIewnes.~ ill afore igllltlnd by recognizing this" difficulty in beillg compelled to wrile in a 
language which to YOIl is foreign" (p. iii), hul adds "I hQl"e found 110 difficulty ill 
flnderstanding every portio" of yOl/r manu.H . .,ipt." Successive editiom· of this work 
carried 011 the de.fcripliolls and publicity of native gemstone.l· IIl1tiJ superseded by G .F. 
KlIlIl.'S " Gems anti Preciolls Stones in North America" in /890. 

$450-550 
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• 160 FEUCHTWANGER, LEWIS. A TREATISE ON GEMS, IN REFERFENCE 
TO TH EIR PRACTlCAL AND SCIENTIFIC VALUE 

New York: A Hanford, Second Editio n, 1859. (see joo /llole IInder lot 159 for 
description) 

$250-350 
4-~4 
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• 163 A COLLECTION OF DIAMOND MINING HISTORIAN A 

WILLIAMS, GARDNER F. THE DIAMOND MINES OF SOUTH AFRICA 

New York: B. F. Buck & Company, 1905. (Volume 1,359 pp.; Volume II 353 pp. + 1 
map, illustrated, leatherbound.) Rare in such good condition 

Volume I describes the history of diamonds from ancient times to their discovery in 
South Africa, the pioneers from ancient times to their discovery in South Africa, the 
pioneers and the miners who settled South Africa. and the struggle by Barney Hamata 
and Cecil Rhodes for control of the mines, and the formation of DeBeers . 

Volume II describes the mining operations and camps, the diamond market, and the 
siege and relief of Kimberly during the Boer War. These volumes were revised and 
updated from an earlier work by the author who was General Manager of DeBeers 
Consolidated Mines , Ltd. This work is of value to anyone interested in the history of 
diamonds in South Africa in particular and in the British Empire in general. 

Cecil Rhodes (1853-1902) came to South Africa as a young man, founded DeBeers, 
eventually gained control of the world's diamond production and acquired interest in 
the Transvaal gold mines . He was able to buyout his last competitor Barney Barnato by 
offering him $25,000,000, a seat in Parliament, a directorship in DeBeers, and 
membership in the Kimberly Club . Barnato, despite his wealth , had been denied 
membership in that club because he was Jewish. 

Rhodes used his position as Prime Minister of the Cape Colony to expand the British 
Empire throughout Africa. He was forced to resign his position because of the illfated 
Jameson raid (1895). In his will, he left three million pounds to Oxford University to 
establish the scholarship that now bears his ntlme. 

Gardner Fred Williams (1842-1922) met Cecil Rhodes on a steamer in 1887, and in May 
of that year was appointed manager of the DeBeers Mining Company, a position he 
held until his return to the United States in 1905. Rhodes undertook to control the 
diamond market by consolidating control of the deposits . In consequence, it was 
necessary to devise methods for working the property as a whole under conditions 
created by the previous work of a multitude of owners. This problem Williams met 
succes~fully, and his achievement was an essentialfactor in making possible worldwide 
regulation of the price of diamonds. His son A/pheus Fuller Williams became his 
lieutenant and successor as manager of the South African mines . 

See illustration 

WILLIAMS, ALPHEUS F, THE GENES IS OF THE DIAMOND 

London: Ernest (Son of Gardner F. Williams) Benn Limited, 1932. (Volume II 636 pp.: 
221 plates.) 

Volume I describes diamond mining and the geology of the Kimberlite pipes and 
fissures. 

Volume 11 describes the crystallography and chemical and physical properties of 
diamonds. 

(This lot is accompanied by a folder containing the following article: ' 'The Genesis of 
the Diamond," 1905, by Gardner F. Williams, Smithsonian Annual. pp . /93-209). 

The greatest single classic on the nature of the diamond rocks, types, the minerals in 
them where found, how originated, etc. In many respects this work was far ahead ofits 
lime and therefore met with only a modest acceptance when published. However, as 
proved by investigations in later years which attempted to resoh'e problems of diamond 
genesis, this work has been recognized as without peerfor its content of original studies 
and data. To the serious student of diamond genesis it is indispensible. In very rare mint 
condition . 
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CH ILVERS, HEDLEY A. THE STORY OF DE BEERS 

_ ........... _-
~_" .... M._ 
=:,..--.­.­-_.-

London: Cassel and Company Ltd .• 1939. (344 pp. 1 color and 68 photogravure plates.) 
Foreword by Sir Ernest Oppenheimer, Chairman of DeBeers . Rare 

Thefirsl systematic detailed account a/the history a/the great diamond mining concern 
and still much referenced. Chi/veTS is noted for the accuracy of his writing as well as 
attention to detail, all accomplished without losing the sense of excitement of a 
marvelous story. 
Si, Ernest Oppenheimer (1880· 1957) was o lle of the most successful leaders in the 
mining industry in South Africa and Rhodesia. He came to South Africa in 1902 as a 
representative Dfa group of Lon don diamond brokers. With the backing of J . P. Morgan 
Jr ., he form ed the Anglo American Corporation of SOllth Africa in 1917 in order to 
exploit the east Witwatersrand goldfield. In 1919, heformed consolidated Diamond 
Mines of SOllth Africa Ltd. This diamond prospecting corporation was so successful 
that he eventually gained control of DeBeers. Oppenheimer served as mayor of 
Kimberly from 1912-1915 and was a member of Parliament from 1924-1938. He was 
knighted in 1922. 

WILLIAMS , ALPHEUS F. SOME DREAMS COME TRUE 

Cape Town: The Rustica Press Ltd ., 1948. (590 pp. illustrated) A South African mining 
engineer tells the story of the early days of copper, diamond , and gold mining. A very 
rare book and in mint condition 

Included in 'his lot are seven rare original large pictures of the aCfllal early mining 
operation al Kimberly Diamond Mines. These unique piclIlres are originally f rom the 
collection of Mr. Gardiner F. Williams and several are reproduced in his book above. 

52,000-2,200 

;2. -lJ:J 
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• 166 ASHSa, C_H. THE TREATISE OF BENVEI<LJTO CU.Ll NI ON 
GOlDSMmtlNG AND SCUlPTURf 
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• 167 THE FIRST SET OF GEMOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA 
LESSONS 

SHIPLEY, ROBERT M. GEMOLOGY-THE SCIENCE OF GEM STONES 

Los Angeles. California: Gemological Institute of America, 1931. (98 pp . th.ree ring 
binder.) Signed by the author, very rare 

This first s,et o/G.l.A. lessons isfrom the private collection of Herbert P. Whitlock, a 
long time cura toro/the Museum afNatural History in New York. He was a very prolific 
writer on the subject of jewelry and gemstones . Reference: " Gems and Gemology," 
summer, 1978, pp. 61-64. 

SHIPL EY, ROBERT M. AMERICAN GEM SOCIETY LESSONS 

(300 pp. bound) , rare (2) 

Thisfirsr set of American Gem Society lessons were from Ihe private collection of Dr. 
Frederic H. Pough who was also curator althe Museum of Natural HislOry in New 
York. POl/gh is a writer, editor. and advises the Jewelers· Circular Keystone and 
Lapidary JOllrnal magazines. He is retired and lives ill Reno, Nevada. 

Robert M. Shipley Sr. (1887· 1978) is the/ather of modern gemology ill North America. 
He was/ollnder a/the Gemological/nstilltte a/America (1931) and the American Gem 
Society (1934). He established the titles of R egislered Je weler and Certified 
Gemologist. AI the age of44, he launched a second career des tilled toprofollndly affect 
the American Jewelry Industry . Through him the career offlne jeweler was raised to an 
art. Shipley was asked by some of the local jewelers to give a series of leclltres at the 
Universityo/Southern California. These were met with much enthusiasm and they were 
then eventually designed into a correspolldence course. This led to the birth of the 
Gemologicallllstitute of America in 1931. At 44 Shipley began traveling, writing and 
selling his courses. He spent much time developing his school. Shipley's past 
experience as a retail jeweler, his artistic background, enthusiasm and talents 
generated enollgh support to fund the American Gem Society. This professional 
association only allowedjewelers into its membership after a prescribed course of study 
and extensive examinatiOIl. Shipley established the title of Registered Jeweler and 
advanced litle of Certified Gemologist. Today's G./.A. courses, books. resident 
classes, instruments and laboratory services are the pinnacles of knowledge and 
judgmellt. 

• 168 BAUER, MAX AND SPENCER. L. J . PRECIOUS STONES 

S300"400 

f" 

London: Charles Griffin and Company Ltd .• 1904 . (627 pp. with 20 plates and 94 figures 
in the text, leatherbound) II x 7Y2 in. Rare in this fine condition. Thi s book was first 
publi shed by Dr. Bauer and translated into English with additions by Spencer. It was the 
most comprehensive treatise on gems ever written 

This is the firs t modem encyclopedic treatment of the entire field 0/ gems, precious 
stones and gemology . It is still an invaluable reference containing information that has 
not been superseded. The color plates. each with explanatory letterpress on rhe rissue 
guards. add much to the handsomeness of this large and impl"essive red leather covered 
and gold tooled volume. Extraftne condition. Scarce 

5450-550 
See illustrations 
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• 169 BROWN , THOMAS. NATURES CABINET UNLOCK'D, WHEREIN IS 
DISCOVERED TH E NATURAL CAUSES OF METALS , STONES, 
PRECIOUS EARTHS, JUYCES , HUMORS, AND SPIRITS 

London: Ed Farnham, 1657. (331 pp Leather binding) Very Rare 

• 170 KING . C. W. ANTIQUE GEMS AND RINGS 

$450-550 

7CC 

London: Bell and Dald y, 1872. (Volume I, 483 pp; Volume II . 85 pp + 66 plates, 
leatherbound) An excellent copy of a book very difficult to find, rare 

Reverend Charles William King (/8/8-1888) of Triniry College was one of the greatest 
scholars of engraved gems in Victorian England. About 1842, King weill to Italy to 
study the language and literature of thai caUnIry. Th ere he began collecting antique 
gems which he procured at modera te prices, especially in Rome and Florence. He 
continued to purchase gems when he relurned to England. The collection IIltimately 
consisted of three-hundred thirty-one engraved stones, the majority of which were 
Greek and Roman. 

About 1878, when his eyesigh t was seriously failing, Killg sold his collection. III /88/ , 
the collection was presented to the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York by Mr. 
John Taylor Johnson. 

Reference: Precious Stones Chapter of " Mine raj Resources AnnuaJ," 1887, p. 578 by 
G.F. Kunz. 

$400·500 

GSc 
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• 172 A COLLECTION OF FOUR CLASSIC BOOKS ON JADE BY CHARLES 
STANLEY Non 

CH INESE JADE THROUGHOUT THE AGES A REV IEW OF ITS 
CHARACTERISTICS , DECORATION, FOLKLORE, AND SYMBOLISM 

London: T. Batsford, Ltd., [936. ( 193 pp. + 39 plates in color + 109 from photographs 
+ 73line engravings in text.) Introduction by Sir Cecil Harcourt-Smith, K.C.Y.D. of 
the Victoria and Albert Museum. Ded icated to Queen Mary . Decorated cloth 111/4 x 7V2 
inches 

Excellem color and black & whife plates. Treats mineralogy and occurrences , jade 
throughout the cultural spall of Chinese history with special chapters all the symbols 
carved [litO jade and nine appendices of useful incidental iriformatioll. Much in demand 
for reference. 

A CATALOGUE OF RARE CH INESE JADE CARVINGS 

Printed in the United States, 1940. (185 pp. + 44 plates. Introduction by Lt. Gen. Sir 
Sydney Lawford, K .C.B . Copy #354. 

This cota/oglle describes 162 pieces ofChillese Jade that were parl of all exllibitioll held 
in Palm Beach, Florida in 194041. The exhibition was adopled as Ihe official Palm 
Beach Charily dr/vefor the 1941 seasoll for thefimds of tile Americall Red Cross and the 
British War Relief 

AN ILLUSTRATED ANNOTATION ON THE WORKING AND DATING OF 
CHINESE JADES 

SI Augustine, Florida: The Record Company , 1941. (50 pp . + 14 reproductions from 
original photographs.) Dedicated to Queen Mary 

This volume cOllsistsofa recordillgofa lecture presented allhe University of Florida ill 
October, 1941. 

CHINESE JADE IN THE COLLECfION OF STANLEY CHARLES NOlT 

West Palm Beach, Aorida: The Norton Gallery and School of Art, 1942. (536 pp. + 118 
plates + 123 line engravings.) Introduction by Dr. Lin Yutang and a foreword by Dr. 
Chih Meng. Dedicated to Mrs. NOli. This was a presentation copy containing Mrs. 
Nott's card below the color portrait of her husband. Copy #884 of 1000 (4) 

This volume is all illuSlrated descriptive record exhaustively reviewing the symbolic 
ritllalistic appurtenances of Chinese jades and their various sacrificial usages. The 
volume describes [lilly the illvo/ved[ort1wias underlying Chinese religiolls services. the 
altar equipment and numerous SIIpersticiolis practices as they are perpetrated ill 
Chinese jades produced throughollt Ihe ages. 

$6QO-8OQ 

1:i 
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• 174 THREE BOOKS BY A. C. HAMLIN 

THE TOURMALINE 

Boston: James R. Osgood and Company, 1873 (107 pp + 3 colored plates, red cloth 
cover). Dr. Hamlin specialist on the tourmaline describes its complex nature, its 
phenomenal properties and tells of the matchless tourmalines found at Mt. Mica in the 
state of Maine . The book contains Dr. Hamlin's obituary for 1905 and a picture of his 
house from Antiques Magazine, Dec. 1983. This book was issued in red, blue and green 
cloth covered editions representing the colors of Maine tourmalines. 

LEISURE HOURS AMONG THE GEMS 

Boston: James R. Osgood and Company 1884. (439 pp + 2 plates, green cloth bound) 
excellent condition. 
Fascinating tales of the diamond, opal and sapphire, carefully researched hy the author 
for authenticity of information. 

THE HISTORY OF MOUNT MICA, OF MNNE U.S.A. AND ITS WONDERFUL 
DEPOSITS OF MATCHLESS TOURMALINE 

Bangor, Maine, published by the author 1895, (73 pp. + 43 hand colored plates, 2 maps), 
A fine copy (3) 

Gemstone Americana at its best. Relating the discovery of the unique rich tourmaline 
and beryl deposits at Mount Mica in Oxford County, Maine and its early development; 
visits to the famous sites by celebrities; systematic exploration and mining; details on 
finds and where found, etc. 

This book is a history of the first gem strike in America which was discovered in 1820and 
contains a newspaper clipping dated 1897 on tourmaline mining in Maine. 

This lot of three books is accompanied by afolder containing the xeroxed notes of Dr. 
A .C. Hamlin hand colored by Joseph Gill. Dr. Augustus Choate Hamlin, M.D. 
(1829-1905) raised a company of Maine volunteers at his own expense tofight in the Civil 
War. He served as a Brigade Surgeon with the rank of Lt. Colonel. After the war he 
practiced medicine and served as Mayor of Bangor, Maine. In 1878 he was made 
chevalier Order of St. Anne by the Czar of Russia. He was the nephew of Vice president 
Hannibal Hamlin under Abraham Lincoln. 

Reference: Lapidary Journal, Dr. A.C. Hamlins records in F. Pough's library Jllne [967 
page 420.8 pp. 

$500-600 

550 
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• 176 WILLIAMSON, a.c. CATALOGUE OF THE COLLECTION OF 
JEWELS AND PRECIOUS WORKS OF ART. THE PROPERTY OF J . 
PIERPONT MORGAN 

Compiled at the request of J. P. Morgan by George C. Williamson, London Cheswick 
Press, (copy #17) 20 delu xe copies Litt. D. xxvii, 183 (I) pp., with 94 fine plates 
engraved from photographs , of which forty-seven are also present in very beautiful, 
hand colored state , with pressed gold and sil ver borders and other illustrations in text. 
Very large, heavy thick 4to, full green crushed levant morocco, spine with 5 raised 
bands and insets designed and lettered in gilt , the upper cover bearing a very large inlay 
of polished shagreen manIa ray skin, the center of which contai ns a fi nely-wrought 
sterling silver gill leafy device incorporating a griffin and gargoyle in wh ich a 
gem-quality amethyst is SCI in the center; with the border oflhe inlay a gilt frame and in 
each of the corners a finel y-wrought piece of sterling silver gilt metalwork designed with 
dragons stamped by "Garrard & Co .. Royal Crown Jewelers in London ; with 2 working 
clasps (stamped) of the same metal incorporating griffins. gargoyles and leaves. Inside 
dentelles of full green crushed levant morocco with lighter green morocco inlays of 
mythological birds framed by an elaborate gilt design and border, and green silk moire 
free endpapers; a .e.g., four silk ribbon markers . London: Privately Printed at Chiswick 
Press, [910 . First Edition , deluxe issue limited to 20 copies printed on vellum (calfskin), 
and containing fort y-seven hand-colored plates not found in the regular issue. In min t 
condition 

This is indeed a masterpiece of book production alld it is in a class by itself. 1/ is mmored 
thaI tire cost was so immense Ihat after Mr. Morgan's death, his execlIlorscancelled all 
IIncompleted orders. involving Dr. Williamson ill a financial loss. 
In his article "An Experimelll ill Book Production" (Book Collectors' Quarlerly No.3) 
Dr. Williamson says: " In lhis way for some seven years, the work of preparing Ihis 
astonishing volllme went forward indeed needed a Maecenas to venture upon Illis 
production of so costly alld so remarkable a work." " In the Jewel Book every extensive 
lise was made of gold and silver leaf, lhe gold leaf alolle running inlO mOllY hundreds of 
poullds. On the surface of the gold delicate tracery was made with exceedingly fine 
brushes to represent the tooling thllt appetJred 011 the original o/)jects. " "Water color 
painting upon a leaf of silver WlIS carried alit with such success that the reproductions 
were as Sir Lionel CIlSt said on one occasion "Impeccable" alld really did present the 
effect in perfectioll, of enamel." 

Lord Duveen writes ~ 
"The last Catalogue Morgan saw was that depicling alld describing his jewels he 
received Christmas Day, 1912. afew months_before his death. 'The most beallliful book 
I have ever seen," he cabled to Williamson. It is {/ signijicam sidelig/If 011 his 
character~the "merciless man who has been called the 'chief of the trElst bosses of 
America' that aile hook lay 011 the table by his deathbed in Rome; " It was the most 
beautiful book I have ever seell", This is the only copy ill private IwndJ of the deluxe 
edilion of the 20 outside oflhe major instilllfions and th erefore il is likely Ihis is the only 
copy /0 be sold for mally years to come. Of the forty-sevell plates which are hand 
colored with actl/al silver and gold gilt worked into the heavy velluIII pages where gold 
and or silver appear in Ihese illustrated objects, so thaI the metal can actually be fell 
with thefillgertips. This gives th e most lIellrly actual reproduction of the metallic object 
iIIusrrated. Among lire illustrations are: Pax. chaills oflwl/or, betrothal rings, busts, 
rosaries. necklaces. pelldal/I jewels. reliquaries. medals. scrolls links. figures, 
medallions , flowers, billions, watches. seals, portrtlits, caskets, beads, diptllChes, 
ewers, shrines. bowls, vases, /{lIlkllrds, crosses. vessels. dboriul1ls. chalices, Niello 
medalliolls. amber cllp,jade CliP , clocks, perfume bottles, alld /1Ial/y more. Each isfully 
described with ils history significance and references to the occasion for which the 
object was made. The book is 3 inches thick. the pa!{es art! / /I/:x 15 inches and il weighs 
16 pOllllds . 

See illustration of cover and one plate 
$10,000-[2 ,000 
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